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► MRSPL eBooks will eventually be listed in our regular catalog… but the service is 

actually run through a separate web site set up for us by our eBook partner Overdrive. 

The page – mrspl.lib.overdrive.com – is linked on our regular library web site as 

Downloadable Collection. Using your MRSPL card number and PIN, you can check out 

books, place holds, and otherwise manage your eBook account through our dedicated 

Overdrive site. 
\ 

► Overdrive actually provides access to eBooks, eAudiobooks, eVideo, and eMusic. 

Initially, though,  MRSPL is only purchasing eBooks. 

 

► You can borrow up to 5 eBooks at one time. However, once you have checked out 5 

eBooks, you cannot borrow any more (until one expires or is returned).  

 

► You can choose how long you would like to keep an eBook: 7 days, 14 days, or 21 

days.  The default (if you do not specify) is 21 days. Some Disney titles, however, may be 

kept for a maximum of 3 days.  
 

► Once the borrowing period expires, eBooks automatically deactivate and can no longer 

be read. eBooks cannot be renewed per se; however, they can be re-borrowed  if 

desired.  
 

► You can place holds/reserves on up to 5 titles at one time (in addition to the 5 titles 

you can borrow)…but if you already have 5 books checked out and a hold becomes 

available, you cannot check out the hold unless you return one of the books you already 

have checked out.  
 

► You have 2 days to download a hold once you are notified by email that the hold is 

available. If you do not download it within 2 days, that eBook becomes available for 

others to checkout.  
 

► When borrowing an eBook, you must first place it in your browsing  “cart,” where it 

will be held for up to 30 minutes while you decide whether to finally check it out. 
 

► The “standard” format for eBooks is ePUB, which works on most non-Amazon readers 

(Nook, Sony Reader, iPad/iPhone, Android devices). Many – but not all – eBooks are also 

available in a Kindle compatible format. When you view a specific eBook in our 

Overdrive catalog, the different formats available will be displayed. You can also search 

our Overdrive catalog for specific formats (e.g. only Kindle eBooks). 
 

► You will need an Adobe ID or Kindle/Amazon ID to use Overdrive eBooks. You may 

also need to download the Overdrive Media Console or Adobe Digital Edition onto your 

computer or device to access eBooks.  
 

► Not all eBooks that can be purchased (through Amazon, B&N, Google, Apple etc.) are 

available through Overdrive because some publishers will not yet sell downloadable 

eBooks to libraries.  As a result, many current bestsellers are not available in our 

Overdrive collection.  
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http://mrspl.lib.overdrive.com/


 

Also keep in mind… 

► If you have already downloaded eBooks through other metro-DC libraries (e.g. Fairfax, Arlington, DC), you 

shouldn’t have any problem using our Overdrive service. Although different libraries may order different tiles and 

customize/individualize their Overdrive page, the Overdrive processes (searching, borrowing, placing holds) are all 

virtually identical from library to library. 
 

► If you have a Kindle, please note the difference between WiFi and Whispernet. Amazon offers free Whispernet, a 3G 

wireless service, on many Kindles to deliver purchased books. Amazon, however, will not deliver library eBooks 

wirelessly to Kindles through its Whispernet network. Library eBooks must be transferred either by WiFi or, if you have 

an older Kindle without WiFi, from your computer using a USB cable.  
 

Public Library Books for Kindle (from Amazon):  

http://tinyurl.com/6zbpbyj 
 

Transferring, Downloading, and Sending Files to Kindle Keyboard (from Amazon): 

http://tinyurl.com/2a572nu 
 

► As you browse our Overdrive eBook catalog while logged into your account, you can keep a list of books you might 

like to read in the future by clicking on the “Add to Wish List” option next to each title.  
 

► In addition to the eBooks purchased by the library, you will have access to over 34,000 public domain eBooks (which 

don’t count against your checkout limit and don’t expire!). 
 

► With most Overdrive eBooks, you can change the font size…effectively making every eBook a large print book! And 

visually impaired readers may be eligible for Overdrive’s free Library eBook Accessibility Program (LEAP).  
 

► You may not download eBooks onto the library’s computers to transfer them onto your own device. 
 

► How to download library eBooks from Overdrive to your reader can vary (sometimes greatly) from device to device. 

Overdrive offers a lot of information to help you! Just look for the large “Getting Started” box on the left hand menu of 

our Overdrive page at mrspl.lib.overdrive.com.  

MRSPL eBook Summary 

eBook Catalog: mrspl.lib.overdrive.com 
 

Log On: MRSPL library card number + PIN 
 

Loan Period: 7 days, 14 days, or 21 days (some Disney titles have a 3 

day maximum) 
 

Loan Limit: 5 eBooks 
 

Hold Limit: 5 eBooks 
 

Hold Notification: By email, with 2 days (48 hours) to claim eBook 
 

Time eBooks Stay in “My Cart” to Be Checked Out: 30 minutes  
 

eBook Formats:  ePUB, Kindle, PDF (varies from title to title) 
 

Renewals: eBooks may not be renewed… but can be borrowed again 
 
 

      ►QUESTIONS?  Ask at our Reference Desk or call 703-248-5035 

 

 

 

Mary Riley Styles Public Library 

120 N. Virginia Avenue 

Falls Church, VA 22046 

703-248-5030 

TTY: 711 
 

www.fallschurchva.gov/library 

askus@fallschurchva.gov 
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